
HFAUDD 

Highest attained education of the population  

Period 

Data is available from 1981 to 2012 

Break in series 

There is no break in series 

Description 

The variable HFAUDD ”highest attained education” provides information about the highest attained 

education of the Danish population. The main source of the information of the highest attained education 

is the Student Register which was established in the early 1970’s as a longitudinal register. Additionally, the 

Register of Qualifications is used.  

The Student Register is organized in a way that allows you to trace the educational career of each person in 

the register throughout his or hers educational career. The register is updated annually by information 

from the educational institutions. The new data includes information on students who continues their 

education as of last year as well as information on entrance and exit during the preceding year. Regarding 

exit, information on achieved qualification (= graduation) is retained. 

The register covers educational careers starting from kindergarten to Ph.D. at university level. Basic school 

includes only grades 8-10 up to the school year 2005/06. From 2007 preschool through 7th grade are 

included for the first time. 

All public recognized educational programs are included. 'Recognized programs' means that the Ministry of 

Education or some other ministry have regulated and approved the programs. Adult education or 

educations from foreign educational institutions are not included in the Student Register. 

For more information on the Student Register, please see: 

http://www.dst.dk/en/Statistik/dokumentation/Declarations/student-register.aspx 

Statistics Denmark has conducted a survey concerning the education of people who have immigrated to 

Denmark until the end of 2006. There is no information about the education of people-, who immigrated to 

Denmark after 2006. 

 

 

 



 

Classifications 

The information on the “Highest attained education” is most often classified into 12 main categories (see 

below) but it is also possible to classify into more detailed subgroups if e.g. there is a need of information 

on a more specific level. 

TOTAL 3965839 

BASIC SCHOOL 8-10th grade 1163387 

GENERAL UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL 249967 

VOCATIONAL UPPER SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 90751 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 1262990 

SHORT-CYCLE HIGHER EDUCATION 171010 

MEDIUM-CYCLE HIGHER EDUCATION 507930 

BACHELOR 75324 

LONG-CYCLE HIGHER EDUCATION 269876 

PhD-DEGREE 18135 

UNKNOWN 156469 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


